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T 
his is the final E-News for 2020. I am pleased that Sarah Francino, a Ph.D. candidate at The 

Ohio State University, agreed to write the feature article for this issue. OSU has several re-

search projects ongoing at OSU by at least three professors. I believe that Sarah is involved 

in all of the research projects. This particular research project was began in 2018 and involved a NA 

pawpaw planting at Piketon and Columbus. She is sharing the data that has been collected for 2019 

and 2020. I have also attached the notice for the annual pawpaw conference which will 

be virtual this year. You need to register for the conference, see page 5. 

 

We lost another pawpaw friend who had become a regular at our annual meetings. Many of you will 

recognize John Harrell as someone who has helped with the graft-

ing demonstrations at the annual meetings in Wilmington. 

John Richard Harrell, 75, of Franklin, IN passed away Sunday, 

December 6, 2020. John had a passion for growing nut and fruit 

trees and as a farmer he raised crops and Shropshire sheep with 

his family. John was past President of the Indiana Nut Growers 

Association, founding organizer and past President of the Indiana 

Walnut Council. He helped create and establish the Nut Grove at 

the Johnson County Park. 

 

 

 

 

Blake Cothron has a NA pawpaw book coming 

out in early May entitled, “The Complete Mar-

keting and Growing Guide—Pawpaws.” I have 

included some information regarding the book 

and how to order a copy. A picture of Blake in 

his greenhouse is on the right. See pages 6, 7 

and 8. 
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Sarah Francino is a PH.D. candidate in the Environmental Science Graduate Program. Collabora-

tors are: Dr. G. Matt Davies, School of Environmental and Natural Resources, Brad Bergefurd, OSU 

South Centers, Dr. Joseph Scheerens, Department of Horticulture and Crop Science, Dr. Guil Si-

gnorini, Department of Horticulture and Crop Science, and Thomas Harker, OSU South Centers  

The Ohio State University established pawpaw orchard blocks in 2018 at OSU South Centers, 

Piketon and at Waterman Farm, Columbus following both high-input and low-input cultural treat-

ments. At each location, trees in blocks receiving high/intense cultural inputs were planted in hills 

covered with weed control fabric. The seedling trees were drip irrigated and shaded (Figure 3) for 

the first year. Trees in low input blocks were planted directly into the ground without further inter-

ventions. Regardless of cultural treatment, weeds were removed around the base of each tree by 

hand. Low input trees (Table 1) had higher mortality than high input trees in 2019 but this trend 

was not reflected in 2020 which is most likely due to the environmental conditions. Grafted trees 

have higher mortality than seedlings; further investigation will examine if grafted trees have high-

er yields than seedlings.  

From what we have learned so far, our team suggests the following to those interested in planting 

seedling pawpaw trees. 

 

-- Purchase nursery stock as potted trees. Potted trees exhibited less 

transplant shock than did dormant, bare-rooted stock.    

-- Prepare the ground just a few days before planting. If cultivated earli-

er, the soil may resettle making it more difficult. Plant trees so that roots 

are properly positioned for rapid growth.  

-- Use post-hole diggers to remove soil at a depth of 24 inches to accom-

modate root balls of potted nursery stock.   

 

Once planted, trees should be drip irrigated if rainfall is not adequate to supply the moisture 

needs of establishing trees (1 inch of rain/ per one-week period). Drip systems can be tempera-

mental and should be periodically checked for breaks, leaks, and/or clogs (Figure 8). Poorly func-

tioning systems can result in loss of newly planted trees through drought, standing water or soil 

erosion and root exposure. In addition to installation of a drip system, sod should be established 

between tree rows in order to control weeds. 

 

Pawpaws	at	The	Ohio	State	University	

by Sarah Francino 

Francino.1@osu.edu 
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Table 1. – The percentage mortality by site and year.  There are 60 grafted trees planted in each 

input and 75 seedling trees. All dead trees were replaced in 2019 and 2020.   

 

 
 

The OSU team is also evaluating the effectiveness of various cultural inputs in currently producing 

orchards to improve both yield and fruit quality. Inputs under test include disease management, 

fruit thinning, tree netting, harvest practices and post-harvest fruit handling procedures. Harvested 

fruit from these treatments will be evaluated for appearance, color, firmness, sweetness, and flavor 

physically, chemically and by sensory panels. Levels of acetogenins and other important chemical 

properties will also be monitored. Finally, this past summer, our team was able to initiate the next 

phase of our studies to increase production in wild pawpaw stands with the help of Dr. Ron Powell 

and Chris Chmiel. A full update of all studies will be given at the Annual Meeting (Ohio Pawpaw Con-

ference) on April 17, 2021. See page 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1- Seedling tree  
being planted in a post-hole 
dug hole at Piketon Orchard.                                              Figure 2. Post hole diggers being used to dig holes. Credit: Thom Harker. 

Orchard   Piketon Columbus 

Year   2019 2020 2019 2020 

High Input Grafted 15.0 % 20.0 % 8.3 % 6.7 % 

  Seedling 4.0 % 22.7 % 6.7 % 2.7 % 

Low Input Grafted 36.7 % 20.0 % 21.7% 8.3 % 

  
Seedling 34.7 % 16.0 % 4.0 % 1.3 % 
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                            Figure 5- High input at Columbus orchard  
                     immediately prior to planting. Credit: Thom Harker,. 

 

figure 3- Shade cloth cages for  pawpaw tree.  
Cattle panel was used with shade cloth installed on   
south west side of the tree. Credit: Thom Harker,. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             Figure 6- Picture of Columbus Orchard in spring of 2020.   
                                                                                                             Grass establishment down rows and shading cages pictured.  

Figure 4- Ground freshly tilled at Piketon. Credit: Thom Harker. 
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Figure 7.- Recently planted cultivar tree.  

 

                                                                                             Figure 8- A leak in the irrigation system  
                                                                                                                        in Columbus orchard in 2020. 

Save	the	date	for	the	2021		
Ohio	Pawpaw	Virtual	Conference!	

 

Interested in learning more about pawpaw production in Ohio? Join OSU South Centers and 
the North American Pawpaw Growers Association for the 2021 Ohio Pawpaw Conference on 
April 17, 2021! Gain invaluable growing and production industry intelligence needed to 
make informed business and production decisions. This conference will provide access to 
pawpaw experts and industry leaders who can deliver the most current science-based 
knowledge on pawpaw industry trends.  

 

This virtual conference is free but registration is required. This conference is sponsored and 
hosted by OSU South Centers and the North American Pawpaw Growers Association. Please 
visit go.osu.edu/ohiopawpaw2021 for conference details, agenda, speakers, and registration 
information. 
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        New High Quality Fruit Growing Book Release!   
 

 

 
 

Available for Distribution in May 2021 

$29.99 / 248 pages 

ISBN 9780865719552 

 

Follow the link to preorder 

https://peacefulheritage.com/shop/pawpaw-trees/ultra-select-seedlings/ 
pawpaws-the-complete-growing-and-marketing-guide/ 
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P 
awpaws is an in-depth guide to growing and marketing 

North America's forgotten native fruit at small commercial 

orchard scale. Coverage includes selecting cultivars, or-

chard planning, propagating, organic growing, pest man-

agement, harvesting, marketing, and value-added products. 
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Sample pages from Blake’s  

new pawpaw book 


