AUBURN INNOVATION ADVANCEMENT

& COMMERCIALIZATION

UNIVERSITY

AU Gold and Green Kiwi Fruit Cultivars

Auburn University is seeking nurseries and growers interested in planting or selling Green or Golden Kiwi

Varieties suited for moderate climates found in the southeast and west coast.

Overview: Popular kiwi cultivars often require colder winters
than the southern and coastal US provides. These gold and green
kiwi cultivars, however, are well suited for these milder climates
and have excellent flavor. In addition, these golden kiwi plants are

Inventors: currently the only A. ¢hinensis cultivars available for purchase in the

) ] US. Preorders are being taken for tissue culture starts available in
Dr. Billy Dozger late 2022 or spring 2023,
Professor Emeritus

o Advantages:

Dr. Jay Spiers . ) ) ) ) )
Associate Professor e AVOIDS FROST - Late blooming periods avoid spring frost in most growing areas
Department of Horticulture e MODERATE CLIMATE - Thrive within hardiness zones 8-9
and a team of collaborators at GOLDEN CULTIVARS (Actinidia chinensis)
Auburn University and the Fruit .
and Tea Institute AU Golden Dragon: Produces good flavored, slightly round yellow-flesh

fruit that tapers on one end. Good for most homeowners. ‘CK3’ (aka
‘Meteor’) is a suitable male pollinizer. Blooms eatly to mid April. 800 chill and

References: 9500 growing degree hours give best flowering. Hatvest is mid/late August.
HortScience 2008 AU Golden Sunshine: Produces good flavored, oblong fruit of good size.
Acta Hortic. 2018 ‘AU Golden Tiger’ is the best male pollinizer. Can experience preharvest

] Econ Entomology 2021 drop, so likely more suitable for homeowners. Blooms in late April. 700 chill

and 15,000 growing degree hours give best flowering. Harvest is late August
through mid-Sept.

Contact: AU Gulf Coast Gold: Suitable for commercial production due to little
Troy Brady preharvest fruit drop. Produces good flavored, oblong fruit. ‘AU Golden
Auburn University Tiger’ is the best male pollinizer. Manual pollination may help maximize fruit
Innovation Advancement production. Blooms in late April. Chill hours are estimated to be slightly

& Commercialization under 700 with a similar growing degree hour requirement. Harvest is mid to
334-844-4977 late September through early October.
lifesci(@auburn.edu
iac.auburn.edu GREEN CULTIVAR (Actinidia deliciosa)

Reference: Kiwi varieties ) ) ) )
AU Fitzgerald: A lower chill hour alternative to Hayward, this cultivar

can require 700-800 hours or less compared to >950 for the popular
Hayward variety. Has performed well on the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico. Suitable male pollinizer is AU Arthur. Fruit is good quality.

Status:
Q e Patented under USPP022191, USPP022140, USPP022159,
USPP029587
; e Currently taking preorders for late 2022 or spring 2023
View More . e
. e Growth and production verified in Alabama and Texas
Available
Technologies

Initial Breed Field Selected Field Tested Market Ready

THIS IS INNOVATION. THIS IS AUBURN.
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https://agriculture.auburn.edu/about/directory/faculty/james-d-spiers/
https://journals.ashs.org/hortsci/view/journals/hortsci/43/3/article-p644.xml
https://www.actahort.org/members/showpdf?booknrarnr=1218_19
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article/114/3/1234/6246127
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https://cws.auburn.edu/OVPR/pm/tt/notifications
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